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SAN Josf, CALIFORNIA ENGINEERING M ANAGER / POET PENS WIDE-RANGING
Book: THE WHEEL

Leaping Dog Press will publish of The Whed: Poansby Jordan Jones in September 2005. Jones,
a poet, editor, publisher, and Silicon Valley engineering manager, published his first book, Sand
& Cod: Poansin 1993. The author is known for his clear and direct poetry, and has been told he
writes in the tradition of the Clear Pool School of poetry. “I just want people to understand what
I write. It’s not communication otherwise,” he says with a grin.

Jones says, “ The Whedl examines the cycles, circles, wheels, and spheres of human and natural
life as they are reflected in our religions, history, and literature and as they become part of the
everyday lives of humans, other living beings, and the planet.”

“I joke that I am re-inventing the wheel,” says Jones, “but I’'m highlighting in poems that focus
on the small, familiar, and intimate events in our lives, just how often these circles and cycles
touch us, including the tragic cycles of war that return all too often.” Several of the poems
examine the war in Iraq and the legacy of debt and deception that the poet believes President
Bush is leaving behind him. Other poems examine the meaning and interpretation of Stonehenge,
or the effect that the arrival of Europeans with new diseases and alcohol has had on Native
Americans. Other poems describe California flora and fauna, and creatures that seem quite able
to survive the onslaught of suburban sprawl. The book expands into poems on education and bird
flu, the Bush Administration claim that the outgoing Clinton Administration had left “porn
bombs” in the computers, and the fact that nature is inside every person: as one poem says, “the
body is a watershed.”

Asked about the tone of his book, Jones says, “I’d call it defiant. It points out that other decisions
can be made, and should be made. I try to make the case that no matter what we do to the
environment, it’s likely to survive us, and keep going without us. In that sense, it’s a book of
hope, hope that we’ll either ‘get it” soon enough, or that the cycles will keep going, even if in our
so-called wisdom, we wipe ourselves out along with a lot of other species.”
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Jordan Jones is the author of Sand& Cod, published by Futharc Press in 1993. His poetry,
fiction, non-fiction, and translations have appeared in TheAmerican Book Review, Asylum, The
Bogon Book Review, Fiction Internaiond, Heaven Bone ThelL A Reader, The Review of
Contemporary Fiction,and Small Press, as well as in the anthologies Anyonels Possible: New
American Short Fiction(Red Hen Press, 1998) and Wha Book!?: BuddhaPoans from Beat to
Hip Hop (Parallax Press, 1998). In 2004, Obscure Publications published Selectionsfrom The
Whed.

His translations of René Daumal’s poetry collection L e Contre-Ciél appeared in two volumes
from Obscure Publications in 2003 and 2004. His translation of René Daumal’s novella Mugleis
forthcoming in 2005.

He was co-editor of TheNorthridgeReview and poetry editor of Califoria Quarterly, and he
founded Bakunin (1990-1997), a literary magazine “for the dead Russian anarchist in all of us.”
In 2003, he co-founded and co-edited the online multimedia collaborative art exhibit, “The 365
Project,” (the365project.org).

He lives in the Coyote Creek Watershed of Santa Clara County, California.

ADVANCE PRAISE FOR THE WHEEL

“Jordan Jones opens The Whed by acknowledging, ‘Words are liquid we pour onto the earth.’
Ah, but how his words pour on the page to celebrate a spinning world in a ‘lathe-turned sky!’ In
triplet-lined, haiku-like evocations ‘at the circular edge of the urban,” he navigates the relief
maps of tree rings and fingerprints, stellar constellations and coyote tracks, Stonehenge and
Ezekiel, Orpheus and a lunar eclipse. Contrasting the ancients’ love of the circle, he reminds us
that our ‘temporary empire’ of domestic food lines and sub-divisions, stealth bombers and
foreign occupations, remains within ‘the larger cycle of the natural state of the world.” Jones has
written a defiantly upbeat book whose every page vigorously tells us, ‘A practice of dying makes
a living / wise, long, & sweet.””

— Kirpal Gordon, author of Erosin Sangrit

"With The Whed, Jordan Jones demonstrates that the best poetry is an engaged and active
response to the world around us. His cycles of poems range from the sublimely philosophical to
the deeply personal to the scorchingly political. In a time of poetic mumbles and whispers, Jones
stands up and shouts."

— Greg Boyd, author of TheNambuli Papers

“This is one sweet book. Jordan Jones writes with such a pure voice, offering up all the matters
of life that he cares deeply about and the universe requires that we all care about. Very lovely
refreshing true poems; it's a book to believe in."

— Sandra McPherson, author of A Visit to Civilization
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