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@ welvelittlemachinesto makedesth and failureRedonnet callsthetwelvedharactersN- or thetwelve
soriesN wefind inthisbaok, and itGtrue every tdlewefind heretdlsthesamestory, abat intwelve
different forms, thestory of akind of erasure, of disgppesranceand undoing, owingtothecharactersdetal nesd
to mekeof themsdvesacopy of another.O

N Fromtheintrodudion bytrandator Jordan Stump

LespingDogPressisproud to announcethe publication of Marie Redonne ®@Undarsudiesin itsfirst English-language
trandation. T hebaok, trandated from the French by Jordan Stump, will bepublished in LespingDogPress®
diginguished Pat Neuf seriesof trandaionsfrom the French, alongwith trandations of worksby Nerval and
Bauddaire, aswell asof RedonnetGprevioustitle, Deed Man & Carpary.

Marie Redonnet@seoond volume, Undasudies isaseries of twelvetalesof pairs of peoplewho areinextricably linked,
peoplewho sarificethdr individuality in order to becomeakind of understudy or doublefor theather. Thebaok is
hauntingand surrealigtic, but dso rooted in aworkingdass grivingfor escape Undergudesincudesan introduction by
Jordan Stump.

MARIE REDONNET wasbornin Parisin 1947. 1n 1985, after teachingfor severd yearsina
lyc& she published her firg volume, thequirky, fasanatingbook of poetry LeMat & Ge
(firgt Endish trandation, Legping Dog Press, 2004). H er ssoond book, Daduresweas an
intriguing suite of interlinked short sories(firs Engish-languagetrandation, Legping Dog
Press, unde thetitle Undergudies 2005). Sincethen, shehas published eght morevolumes of
ficion, four of drama, and acriticd book on Jean Genet. Fivenovds hae gopeared in Endish
trandaion from Universty of NebraskaPress. An author of growinginternationd sature,
MarieRaedlonnet hashad her work trandaed into 11 languages Danish, Dutch, Endish,
German, Jpanese, Koreen, Norwegan, Portuguese, Serbo-Croatian, Spanish, and Swedish.

JORDAN StuMP isthetrandaor of HonorZdeBadzacSTheWragSded Paris(Modean
Library), ClaudeSmon®T he Jrdin desFlantes(Northwest Universty Press?, and four
prevousvolumesby MarieRedonnet: H™ Sdendd, Foree Vdley, ReeeMdlieRoe and
Nemamore(dl from Univergty of NebraskaPress).
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(Fach festuresacommandingfemaeprotagonist trapped in her placeof origin, neither ablenor
wantingto escapefromthehometha gaveher lifebut which nowthregtensto destroy her. The
narraor of H™4 Sdendd never questionsher doomed quest to kegp the establishment running, the
grlin Foreve Valeyleaves only when dam congtruction forces her to, and Mdlieturnsdoan
saverd job offerson the continent and submitsto natureéscall to desth. Redonnet®prosereadslike
thebarest of poetry, dewid of desription, whiletill managngto paint vivid piduresof therich
landcepestha play avitd rolein every gory. Mogt impressvey, thesethreetdesrepresent an
evolution of thefemininefromthedienated, sexlessmartyr to the progtituted prepubescent on the
vergeof ef-knowedgeto the sdf-loving, sdf-deermined Mdlie, who diesto gveher baby a
chancea abeter life To her aredit, Redonnet padksthesejendswith much more Highly
persond images of utopia theimportance of heritage, the necessity of buryingthedesd to
approach thefuture. Liketravdingavery long, very dark tunnd into ablindingbright beautiful
light.O

N Kirkuson H™¢ Sdendd, Farese Valey, and ReeeMdieRoge

@uilt & theedgeof asvamp and over an underground leke, theH té Sdendid had given itsowner,
thebook@narrator, @othing but stisfation@incesheinherited it from her gandmother. The
Splendid istheonly homethenarrator hasever known and sheremembersitsearly higory asa
incongruoudy swenk hotd (the grandmother had each room built with atoilet, thebaneof her
ganddaighter®days) shimmeringa theedge of nature®mudky, enaroaching cheos. 1t@agrest
image and Redonnet makes skillful useof thebroadly metaphoric posshilities It isthekind of
novel Edwerd Gorey could love and, sometimes, resding Redonnet©telegrgphic prose, oneit seems
hemight even havewritten.

N PulidesWeklyon H™ Sdendd

@rench writer Reslannet burst on the American literary soenelast year with the English
trandaion of threepareand orignd noves Her fourth [Candy Sayj isin thesamedigpassonate
narraive modeand onceagain depidsthelife of alondy woman strugdingfor asenseof purpose
inadigurbingy enigmaticworld.... Redonnet has composed asad, eratic, and mysterioustae,
charged with akeen awareness of both our nead for dreamsand themisery wrought by therr
denid.O

N DonnaSesman, Badklig on Candy Say

@\ frengticeraticthriller, achilling portrait of mankind®wilgerity and duplidty.O
N TheTimesLiterary Sypderet (Londan) on Nevenmore

®Radonnet@book-length poem E only confirmsher skillsand talentswith language, narration, and
presidigtation. Desd Man & Carpany reedsmorelikeaoollection of proverbs, pronouncements,
and puzzlesthan likeastandad book of verss thenumerousthree-linededaraionstha comprise
thework areasenigmatic and dusive as zen koans collidingwith amedieva epic. T hisstrange
combination iswoven together iaassemingy mystical threed that bindslanguage aswell as
cosmologesE . Redonnet@dedarations sometimes dissolve, sometimes duplicete, and sometimes
reconfigureour perogptionsebout redity. T hereare numerouswaysto gpproach thiscomplex and
somewhat obliquetext, but any gpproach islikely to proveboth chalengng and rewarding O

N Mak Turs, Ran Taxi Reievd Bokson DeedMan & Ca



